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The purpose of this qualitative dissertation is to explore the experiences lived by public 

high school teachers in a Southwestern Pennsylvania suburban area and digital plagiarized 

content they have received from their students.  The study provided real world accounts of 

teachers and how they have dealt with digital plagiarism in their classrooms and what methods 

they have used to help combat the issue of digital plagiarism by their students.  

The theoretical foundation of constructivism was used for the focus of the research. 

Qualitative research methods were used for this dissertation.  The goal was to capture the lived 

experiences of the nine teacher-participants who have faced digital plagiarism by students in 

their classrooms therefore, phenomenology was the method used for this dissertation.  This type 

of inquiry permitted gathering information from the suburban public high school teachers about 

how they dealt with digital plagiarism from their personal experiences in teaching.  The data was 

collected using a Qualtrics™ initial online survey given to teachers at a suburban public 

Southwestern Pennsylvania high school who teach in the school’s core subject areas (Math, 

English, Social Studies and Science).  Data was collected from document analysis, individual 

interviews and a focus group.  The data was condensed from meaning units into themes during 

the process of analyzing the data.  To establish trustworthiness, researcher bias was identified, 

thick description was used, and member checks were conducted.  The study was influenced by 
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the researcher’s background as a teacher at a suburban public high school in Southwestern 

Pennsylvania.   

The themes that emerged from this study were: what constitutes plagiarism; the increase 

of technology initiating a rise in plagiarism; the types of plagiarism; reasons why high school 

students plagiarize; the consequences for students who plagiarize; and preventative and policing 

strategies.  These themes were collected through the analysis of data from interview 

transcriptions, a focus group, and collected documents.  The study explored high school teachers’ 

experiences with digitally plagiarized content received from their students.  The findings of this 

qualitative research study support the literature that was reviewed for this study. 
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