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     This research is a phenomenological study of former alternative high school 

students’ perceptions about their educational experiences.  The primary purpose of this 

study was to gain insight into the shared experiences of these former students.  Data were 

gathered from a series of focus groups, individual interviews and archival data. This 

study investigated the effectiveness of alternative education from eight different 

perspectives.  The study identified success in terms of student support for their alternative 

education experiences.  From their perspectives, alternative education was a positive 

experience. 

     This study identified a number of positive effects associated with alternative 

secondary education.  These positive effects were:  improved attendance, increased 

academic interest and awareness, connectedness and belonging, graduation from high 

school, and current success.  From the perspective of these students, their experiences 

have been positive. 
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